September Devotions

Song Of Praise

Lord, You are my God; | will exalt You and praise Your name, for in perfect faithfulness You have done
wonderful things; things planned long ago. (Isaiah 25:1 NIV)

Praise belongs to God for all that He has done. He alone is worthy of our praise. He put the breath in
our lungs every day. Even when our circumstances are difficult, we can praise God for what He has done
and what He will do. We can trust God in our circumstances. “And we know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”(Romans 8:28)
The bible says David said, “I will praise the LORD at all times. | will constantly speak His praises.”
(Psalm34:1 NLT) Like David, we can make our own sweet song to the Lord and know that He hears our
song of praise. Acts tells the story of Paul and Silas who were thrown into prison because they were
preaching about Jesus. What would you do if it were you in their situation? What did Paul and Silas do?
“About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening to them.” (Acts 16:25 NIV) Then a miracle happened in the prison. “Suddenly there was such
a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew
open, and everyone’s chains came loose.” (Acts 16:26 NIV) Then another miracle happened. The jailer,
in charge of the prison, was astounded by this supernatural event. And he said to Paul and Silas, “Sirs,
what must | do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30b NKJV) The story concludes with the jailer’s entire household
being saved. Praise God for His miracles. How can we apply this amazing story to our own lives?

Prayer: Father, help me to have a heart and voice to praise You, even in my hardest season. Amen.



The Word Became Flesh

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” — John 1:1

John begins his Gospel by taking us back to the beginning and revealing something powerful: Jesus is
not simply a teacher, prophet, or historical figure. Jesus is the Word of God made flesh. He was with
God, He was God, and through Him all things were created. The One who spoke creation into
existence stepped into His creation so that we could know God personally.

John 1:4-5 says, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light shines on in the
darkness, and the darkness did not understand it or overpower it.” What an encouraging truth for us
today! We live in a world that can often feel broken, confusing, and filled with darkness. Yet darkness
has never been strong enough to overcome the light of Christ.

Jesus came as the Light, and when we place our faith in Him, His presence dwells within us. Paul
reminds us in Colossians 1:27 that “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” We carry His presence into our
homes, workplaces, relationships, communities, and everyday conversations.

That means we are called to reflect Him.

A mirror does not create light; it reflects the light it receives. In the same way, we don't have to
manufacture the goodness, love, grace, or hope that the world needs. We simply need to remain
close to Jesus. As we spend time in His Word, pray, worship, obey, and walk with Him, His character
becomes increasingly visible through our lives.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world.” He has entrusted us with the privilege of
carrying His light into places where people desperately need hope.

You may feel like your influence is small, but never underestimate what happens when one life
faithfully reflects Jesus. A kind word can bring hope. Forgiveness can break a cycle. Compassion can
open a heart. Faith can inspire someone to believe again.

Today, remember who lives in you. Christ is the Light, and His light cannot be overcome.

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for being the Word, the Life, and the Light of the world. Let Your presence fill my
heart and shine through my life. Help me reflect Your love, grace, truth, and hope to those around me.
When | encounter darkness, remind me that Your light is greater. Use my life to point others toward
You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Part 1 — When God Gives You a Burden - Nehemiah 1

Nehemiah begins with a burden. When he hears that Jerusalem’s walls are broken down and its gates
have been burned, he doesn’t simply hear bad news—he feels the weight of it. He weeps, fasts, prays,
and seeks God. Before Nehemiah ever picks up a tool to rebuild the wall, he allows God to rebuild
something inside him.

That is often how God begins a mission.

Before God gives you an assignment, He may give you a burden. Before He shows you what to build,
He may cause you to notice what is broken. Before He reveals the destination, He may awaken
something in your heart that refuses to be satisfied with the way things are.

Nehemiah’s burden was not accidental. God was preparing him for a unique assignment. The same
can be true for you. You are not a random creation. You were uniquely designed by God, with
experiences, abilities, passions, relationships, and opportunities that can become part of His purpose
for your life. There is something God wants to accomplish through your life that will not look exactly
like anyone else’s calling.

So perhaps the question for this season is not simply, “What do | want to do?” but, “God, what are
You showing me?”

What breaks your heart?

What problem keeps drawing your attention?

What possibility keeps returning to your thoughts?

Where do you sense God inviting you to make a difference?

Nehemiah teaches us not to rush past the burden. Take it to God. Pray over it. Seek Scripture. Listen.
Examine your motives. Invite wise and godly people to speak into it. Sometimes what feels like a
burden is the beginning of a God-inspired vision.

Your vision may not arrive as a dramatic moment. It may develop as you walk closely with God, one
prayer, one conversation, one opportunity at a time.

Prayer:

Lord, open my eyes to what You want me to see in this season. Give me courage to recognize the
burdens You have placed in my heart and wisdom to know which ones You are calling me to carry.
Reveal Your purpose for my life and prepare me for the mission You have uniquely designed for me.
Amen.



Part 2 — Come, Let Us Rebuild - Nehemiah 2:17

After praying, waiting, planning, and receiving favor from the king, Nehemiah finally stands before the
people of Jerusalem and says:

“Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.”

The burden has become a vision. The vision has become a mission. And the mission now requires
action.

Nehemiah understood that God had not given him the vision merely to admire it. He had given it to
him so he could participate in bringing it to life. That is the challenge of God-inspired vision:
eventually, you have to build.

There may be a wall God is asking you to rebuild in this season—not a literal wall, but something that
has been broken, neglected, forgotten, or left unfinished. Perhaps it is your family. Your leadership.
Your faith. Your calling. Your community. A ministry. A business. A dream. A relationship. A generation
that needs someone willing to stand in the gap.

The question is: What has God placed in front of you to rebuild?

Discovering God’s vision begins with intimacy with God. Pray. Search His Word. Pay attention to holy
burdens. Recognize your gifts and experiences. Seek wise counsel. Look at the opportunities God has
placed around you. Then ask, “Where can my obedience make a difference?”

And remember: God’s vision for you will require faith, but it will also require action.

Nehemiah did not rebuild the wall alone. He invited others into the mission: “Come, let us rebuild.”
Your God-given vision may be uniquely yours, but it may require others to help fulfill it. This season is
not an accident. You are a unique creation of God, and your assignment will have its own shape,
timing, and expression. So don’t compare your wall to someone else’s.

Ask God what He has called you to build. Then start building.

The vision may seem bigger than you. The resources may seem insufficient. The opposition may be
real. But if God has inspired the vision, He can provide what is needed to fulfill the mission.

Prayer:

Lord, show me Your vision for this season. Give me clarity to know what You are calling me to build,
courage to begin, perseverance to continue, and humility to invite others into the mission. Help me live
boldly as the unique person You created me to be. May my life fulfill the purpose You designed for me.
Amen.



Part 3 - Stand Strong in the Battle - Nehemiah 4:7-23

When Nehemiah and the people began rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls, opposition quickly followed. Their
enemies mocked, threatened, and plotted against them. The closer they came to completing what God had
called them to do, the greater the resistance became.

This reminds us that opposition does not always mean we are on the wrong path. Sometimes it is
evidence that we are moving in the right direction. The enemy wanted fear to replace faith,
discouragement to replace determination, and intimidation to replace obedience.

But Nehemiah refused to quit. He strengthened the people and reminded them: “Don’t be afraid of
them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families” (Nehemiah
4:14).

There will be moments when we must make the same choice: Will we allow the battle to stop us, or
will we stand strong in faith?

God has placed purpose, gifts, opportunities, and assignments within each of us. When we walk faithfully
in that calling, resistance may come. Spiritual warfare is real, but the enemy cannot cancel what God has
purposed. He may attack the assignment, but he cannot defeat God’s purpose.

Nehemiah and the people worked with one hand and held a weapon with the other. They understood the
need for both work and watchfulness. We must do the same:

e Pray, but keep building.

¢ Trust God, but keep moving.

e Stand in faith, but remain spiritually alert.

e When opposition comes, draw closer to God rather than abandoning the assignment.

You may be tired, discouraged, or wondering if you can finish. But God has not brought you this far to
leave you. The God who called you will strengthen you, equip you, and give you grace to endure.

Keep your eyes on the Lord. Keep your hands on the work. Keep your heart in faith.
The battle may be real, but so is your God. Stand strong, stay faithful, and keep building.

Prayer

Father, give me strength when opposition comes. Help me recognize the enemy’s attacks without
becoming distracted or discouraged. Give me perseverance when I am tired, endurance when the journey
is long, and faith when I cannot see the outcome. Remind me that You called me, You are with me, and
You will equip me to fulfill Your purpose. Guard my heart from fear and help me keep building even in the
middle of the battle. I choose to stand strong in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Born Again
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6)

“There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.” He came by night, to speak
with Jesus. He said “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with Him.” (John 3:2) When Jesus answered him, He might have been
shocked because he was such an astute religious man and knew the law. So, when “Jesus answered and
said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3) How can one enter the womb and be born again, asked Nicodemus? So, Jesus helped his
understanding. Jesus was speaking of a spiritual birth, being born of the Spirit of God. “Jesus answered,
“most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:5)
Nicodemus still didn’t understand. And so, it is today. Some, who might go to church on a regular basis,
pray, and read the bible but have never been born again into the kingdom of God. | boldly ask you the
qguestion. Have you been born again by the Spirit of God? Right now, can be the day you are born again
into God'’s spiritual kingdom. Today is the day of salvation. “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord, “and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and
are saved.” (Romans 10:9-10)

Prayer: Father in heaven, thank you for Jesus shedding His blood for me. | ask Jesus to be my Lord and
Savior today. Thank you, | am born again, and | am a new creation. In Jesus name | pray, Amen.



Stronger Together

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.” — Proverbs 17:17

God never intended for us to walk the Christian life alone. From the beginning, He created us for
relationship—with Him and with one another. Proverbs 17:17 reminds us that true friendship is more
than sharing good moments. A faithful friend remains present in every season, especially when life
becomes difficult.

We need people who will celebrate with us, pray with us when we struggle, encourage us when we
are discouraged, and lovingly challenge us when we begin to drift. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 says, “Two are
better than one... If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.” There is strength in
walking together.

The church advocates community because Christianity was never meant to be lived in isolation.
Hebrews 10:24-25 encourages us to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds” and not
give up meeting together. We gather because we need one another.

Community gives us a place to belong, grow, serve, pray, and become more like Christ. Jesus modeled
this by calling disciples to walk with Him and experience life together. He intentionally surrounded
Himself with people.

So don't isolate yourself. Find a Christ-centered community where you can be known, encouraged,
and challenged. Open your heart, share your struggles, pray with others, and be willing to show up for
someone else.

Remember, you are not only looking for community—you are called to be community for someone
else. Someone may need your encouragement, your prayer, or simply the reminder that they are not
alone.

God often answers someone's prayer through another person.

You were created to walk with God, and you were created to walk with His people. We are stronger
together.

Prayer

Lord, thank You for the gift of Christian community. Help me find people who encourage, challenge,
and strengthen my faith. Teach me not only to receive community but to be a source of
encouragement to others. Help me walk faithfully with You and with the people You have placed
around me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Living in Covenant with God

Throughout Scripture, God reveals Himself as a covenant-making God. A covenant is more than an
agreement or a promise—it is a relationship built on commitment, faithfulness, and belonging. God
chose Israel and said, “I will be your God, and you will be My people” (Jeremiah 30:22). Through
Christ, we are invited into that covenant relationship and become part of God’s family.

God’s covenant begins with His faithfulness, not ours. He chooses us, loves us, forgives us, and invites
us into relationship with Him. First Peter 2:9 reminds us that we are “a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people for God’s own possession.” Our identity begins with
knowing that we belong to Him.

But covenant relationship is not simply about receiving God’s blessings; it is about responding to His
love with surrendered lives. Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John
14:15). Obedience is not how we earn God’s love—it is how we demonstrate that we value our
relationship with Him.

Living in covenant with God means choosing Him daily. It means trusting Him when we don't
understand, obeying when it is difficult, remaining faithful when circumstances change, and returning
to Him when we fall. It means allowing His Word to shape our decisions, His Spirit to guide our steps,
and His character to be reflected through our lives.

God's covenant also gives us security. Hebrews 13:5 reminds us, “l will never desert you, nor will |
ever abandon you.” People may change. Circumstances may shift. Seasons may come and go. But
God's faithfulness remains.

The New Covenant, established through Jesus, gives us an even deeper promise: our relationship with
God is made possible through Christ. We don't have to strive to earn our place with Him. We can live
from the assurance that we are already loved, chosen, forgiven, and accepted. Today, remember: you
belong to God. Your life is not without purpose, and your relationship with Him is not casual. He has
called you into covenant—a relationship of love, trust, obedience, and faithfulness.

Walk with Him. Listen to Him. Trust Him. Obey Him. And when you stumble, run back to Him.
The God who chose you is faithful to you. May your life be a faithful response to His unfailing love.

Prayer: Lord, thank You for choosing me and inviting me into relationship with You. Help me
understand what it means to live in covenant with You. Teach me to trust Your faithfulness, obey Your
Word, and remain close to You in every season. Let my life reflect the love and commitment You have
shown me through Christ. | belong to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Surrendered to His Will

Romans 12:1 (AMP) says, “Therefore | urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies [dedicating all of yourselves, set apart] as a living sacrifice, holy and well-pleasing
to God, which is your rational act of worship.”

Surrender is at the heart of following Christ. It is more than giving God our Sunday mornings or asking
Him to bless our plans. It is placing our entire lives—our desires, dreams, decisions, gifts,
relationships, and future—into His hands. Paul reminds us that surrender is our response to the
mercy God has already shown us. We don't surrender so God will love us; we surrender because He
already loves us.

A living sacrifice means that every day we choose to say, “Lord, my life belongs to You. Your will is
greater than mine.” Jesus modeled this perfectly when He prayed, “Not My will, but Yours be done”
(Luke 22:42). Surrender may require releasing control, trusting God when we don't understand, and
choosing obedience when His direction differs from our plans.

The world constantly tries to tell us who we are. But our identity is not determined by our past, our
failures, our achievements, or the opinions of others. Our identity is found in Christ. Scripture says,
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We are chosen, loved, forgiven, and
called. First Peter 2:9 reminds us that we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated
nation, a [special] people for God’s own possession.”

When we know who we are in Christ, surrender becomes an act of confidence rather than defeat. We
can trust God with our lives because we know the One who holds them. Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to
trust in the Lord with all our heart and not lean on our own understanding.

Today, ask yourself: What am | still holding onto that God is asking me to surrender? Perhaps it is
fear, control, a relationship, a dream, a disappointment, or simply your need to know what comes
next. Place it in His hands.

God's will is not designed to diminish who you are; it is designed to reveal who He created you to be.
When you surrender yourself to God, you don't lose your identity—you discover it more fully in
Christ.

Your life is an offering. Your identity is in Christ. Your future is in God's hands. Surrender to Him,
trust His will, and allow Him to use your life for His glory.

Prayer: Lord, | surrender my life to You. | give You my plans, desires, fears, gifts, and future. Help me
trust Your will even when | don't understand it. Remind me that my identity is found in Christ and that |
am loved, chosen, and called by You. Teach me to live each day as a living sacrifice, honoring You with
every part of my life. May Your will be done in me and through me. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Prayer to Love My Neighbor

Father, teach me to love my neighbor—not only when we agree, understand one another, or see
things the same way, but especially when we don’t. Your Word reminds me, “Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Mark 12:31). Give me a heart that looks beyond differences and sees people the way You
see them: worthy of dignity, compassion, patience, and love. Teach me to “be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other” (Ephesians 4:32). Help me extend mercy when
someone disappoints me, grace when someone thinks differently, and forgiveness when | have been
hurt.

Father, remind me that mercy does not mean ignoring truth, and grace does not require me to
abandon my convictions. Help me hold truth and love together, as Jesus did. Your Word calls me to
“speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). When conflicting ideas and values create tension, keep my
heart from becoming hardened. Slow me down before | speak, help me listen before | respond, and
give me wisdom to know when to stand firm and when to yield. “Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry” (James 1:19).

Jesus, You taught us to love even those who oppose us: “Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Teach me to disagree without becoming disrespectful, to correct
without condemning, and to speak truth without losing compassion. May | remember that “a gentle
answer turns away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1).

Father, when | am tempted to judge, remind me of the grace You have shown me. Help me “not look
to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others” (Philippians 2:4). Let people
encounter patience when they encounter me, kindness when they disagree with me, and hope when
they are discouraged.

Make my life a reflection of Jesus. Give me courage to love without compromise and humility without
weakness. May my response to differences point people not to my pride, but to Christ. Teach me each
day to love my neighbor with mercy, grace, truth, and a heart that chooses love. Amen.



“Well Able”
“..We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey...” (Numbers 13:27)

God said to Moses, “Send some men to spy out the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the children of
Israel...” (Numbers 13:2a) Among the 12 selected from each tribe were Joshua and Caleb. After 40 days
of spying, they returned. They gave Moses a report of what they saw and exclaimed that truly it was
the land of milk and honey. Caleb said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able
to overcome it.” (Numbers 13:30b) But 10 of the spies gave a bad report. They said the people there
are strong and great in stature. “There we saw giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants);
and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 13:33) God
was giving them the land but only Joshua and Caleb believed that they were “well able” to take the
promised land. Because of the unbelief of the 10 spies, it would be 40 years before Joshua would lead
the next generation into the promised land. The Lord spoke to Joshua, “Have | not commanded you to
be strong and of good courage; Do not be dismayed nor be afraid, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) The message is clear. We can have overcoming, “well able” faith in God,
like Joshua and Caleb, to defeat our own giants or we can just look at our giants in unbelief and be that
“grasshopper.” The next time a giant appears in your life, remember this about the Lord, “I am the
LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for Me? (Jeremiah 32:27 NIV)

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, | look to you for strength, and | am confident that you will help me when |
face difficult situations. You will be with me, and you will fight for me and be my confidence to
overcome any fear. In Jesus name, Amen.



Strengthen the Muscle of Trust

Trusting God is not something that happens once; it is a spiritual muscle that grows stronger each time it
is exercised. Just as physical muscles become stronger through resistance and consistent training, trust
grows when people choose to rely on God in the middle of uncertainty, disappointment, and fear.
Proverbs 3:5-6 encourages believers to “trust in the Lord with all your heart” and not depend solely on
their own understanding. Every time someone chooses to surrender worry, release control, and believe
God’s promises, their trust muscles become stronger.

Fear often tries to convince people that they are alone, helpless, or unable to handle what lies ahead. But
God’s Word declares, “Do not fear, for I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10). God has not given His people “a
spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment” (2 Timothy 1:7). When fear speaks, faith can
answer. When anxiety whispers that everything is falling apart, God’s truth reminds His people that He
remains faithful and in control.

One powerful way to silence the lies of the enemy is through praise. Worship redirects attention from the
size of the problem to the greatness of God. Psalm 34:1 says, “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise
will always be on my lips.” Praise is not dependent on circumstances; it is a declaration of trust. Like Paul
and Silas, who prayed and sang hymns while imprisoned (Acts 16:25), believers can choose to worship
even in the middle of difficult seasons. Praise declares that God is good, present, faithful, and worthy of
trust.

Scripture also reminds believers, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18).
The more deeply people understand God’s perfect love, the less room fear has to control them. Each
challenge becomes an opportunity to strengthen spiritual muscles, deepen faith, and discover God’s
faithfulness.

Today, choose trust over fear, praise over panic, and faith over the lies of the enemy. Keep exercising
those trust muscles. God is faithful, His presence is sure, and there is no need to be afraid. Amen.

Prayer Points

e Pray for stronger trust: Ask God to strengthen the “muscles” of faith and trust, especially during
uncertainty, challenges, and seasons when circumstances are difficult to understand. Pray for the
grace to trust God’s character and promises rather than being controlled by fear. (Proverbs 3:5-6;
Isaiah 41:10)

¢ Pray for victory over fear through praise: Ask God to help replace fearful thoughts and the
enemy’s lies with worship, truth, and confidence in His perfect love. Pray for a heart that chooses
praise even before circumstances change, remembering that God has given His people power, love,
and a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7; 1 John 4:18; Psalm 34:1)



Be Still and Know

There are moments when the greatest need is not another answer, another solution, or another activity,
but simply to be still in the presence of God. In a world filled with noise, pressure, and constant demands,
the soul needs quiet places where it can breathe, listen, and rest. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know
that I am God.” Stillness is not weakness or wasted time; it is an intentional choice to step away from the
noise and become aware of the Father’s faithful presence.

When people take time to sit quietly with God, they create space to receive His love rather than striving to
earn His approval. His presence settles anxious thoughts, lifts burdens, and restores the heart. Isaiah
40:31 reminds us that those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength. Sometimes the strength
needed to face the storm comes not from doing more, but from resting more deeply in the One who is
already there.

Jesus Himself demonstrated the importance of silence and solitude. “Very early in the morning, while it
was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed” (Mark 1:35).
If Jesus made room for solitude, how much more do we need it? In quietness, the Spirit can bring clarity
where there has been confusion, peace where there has been anxiety, and courage where there has been
fear. Philippians 4:6-7 reminds us to bring everything to God in prayer, and His peace will guard our
hearts and minds.

The invitation is to seek God’s face, not merely His hand. Psalm 27:8 says, “My heart says of you, ‘Seek his
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face!”” God is not simply a provider of blessings; He is the blessing. When His presence becomes the

pursuit, everything else finds its proper place.

Silence and solitude can fill and empower the spirit to overcome. Take time today to be still, breathe
deeply, worship quietly, and rest in the Father’s love. The storm may not immediately change, but the
heart can. In His presence, there is peace, strength, perspective, and renewed courage.

Prayer Points

e Prayer for peace and clarity: Pray for the grace to become still before God, release stress and
anxiety, and receive His peace and wisdom in the midst of every storm.

e Prayer for deeper intimacy: Pray for a renewed hunger to seek God’s face above His blessings,
and for His faithful love and presence to fill, strengthen, and empower the spirit to overcome
every challenge.



Learning to Pray: The Lord’s Prayer

Prayer does not have to be complicated, polished, or filled with perfect words. Jesus gave His disciples the
Lord’s Prayer as a model for learning how to pray (Matthew 6:9-13). It is more than a prayer to repeat; it
is a pattern that helps bring every part of life before God. “Our Father in heaven” begins with relationship.
Prayer starts by remembering who God is and who we are to Him. We do not approach a distant God
trying to get His attention; we come to a loving Father who welcomes us. When prayer begins with
relationship, it becomes less about performing and more about connecting.

“Hallowed be your name” reminds us to begin with worship. Before bringing a list of needs, take a
moment to acknowledge God’s goodness, faithfulness, and holiness. “Your kingdom come, your will be
done” shifts the focus from simply asking God to bless our plans to inviting Him to guide our lives. This
can be as practical as praying, “Father, help me respond wisely to this conversation,” or “Show me what
You want me to do today.” Prayer becomes a way of surrendering control and trusting God’s direction.

“Give us today our daily bread” teaches us to bring ordinary needs to God. There is no concern too small
to mention—finances, work, family, decisions, health, relationships, or simply the strength to get through
the day. Jesus teaches us to trust God one day at a time rather than becoming overwhelmed by tomorrow.

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” invites honesty. Prayer gives us a place to
acknowledge where we have fallen short and receive God’s mercy, while also allowing Him to soften our
hearts toward others. Finally, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” reminds us
that we need God'’s strength and protection every day.

The Lord’s Prayer gives a practical rhythm: worship, surrender, ask, confess, forgive, and seek God’s
guidance and protection. Prayer is not about finding perfect words; it is about developing a genuine
relationship with the Father. Start where you are, bring what is on your heart, and let Jesus’ model teach
you how to pray.



